






In 1790 Samuel Slater and Moses Brown opened the first water-powered 
cotton-spinning factory in the United States in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, thus 
beginning a new age of industrialization. 
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Frontline 
communities are 
communities of 
color most 
impacted by the 
crises of ecology, 
economy and 
democracy.

In Providence, they 
generally include the 
Indigenous, African-
American, Black, Latinx, 
and Southeast Asian 
communities.

EJSCREEN identifies parts 
of South Providence, 
Washington Park, 
Olneyville, Manton, 
Silver Lake, Wanskuck, 
and the West End as 
frontline communities.



Rate of Children with Asthma in 
Medicaid

Rate of Asthma Emergency Department 
Visits for Children with Asthma in 
Medicaid

Source: Rhode Island Department of Health, with data analysis and maps produced by the Hassenfeld Child Health Innovation Institute at Brown 
University. Data source: Medicaid claims data for Rhode Island children, 2013-2017: insurance claims with primary diagnosis of asthma (ICD-9 
493, ICD-10 J45)
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Sea-level 
Rise Impacts

2030: Yellow

2050: Teal 

2100: Black 



Equity in Sustainability 
Initaitive 

1
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Targeted Universalism 
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Essential Conditions for Collaborative Governance

1) Commitment to Collaborative Governance Model: Build the capacity for collaboration and break down existing 
barriers to equitable participation. Use clear and transparent decision-making processes in which frontline community 
members participate to ensure decisions do not cause additional harm and instead advance equitable solutions. 

2) Purpose Clarity: Take time to align around a shared purpose that advances goals only attainable through collaboration. 
Partner with frontline community organizations and community members to define problems and design solutions. 

3) Community Organizing & Power Building: Through organizing activities, community leaders are able to understand 
resident priorities and needs and can effectively represent and be accountable to the interests of their communities. 

4) Community Resourcing: A community resourcing strategy allows for equitable participation by impacted communities. 
Hire community-based organizations/businesses whenever possible. Resourcing should include stipends to 
participating community leaders and meeting other basic needs such as food, translation, child care, and timing of 
meetings. 

5) City Racial Equity Training & Capacity: In order to effectively partner with community organizations, local government 
staff should be resourced with anti-racism, anti-bias and cultural competency trainings and institutionalized practices. 

6) City Resourcing: Allocating resources appropriately to ensure the commitment to equity is supported and 
implemented with concrete solutions. Hire staff who have a system-change and racial equity analysis, as well as lived 
experience conducive to collaborating effectively with impacted communities. 

7) Power & Influence of Community Groups within City: Political voice and power of groups rooted in impacted 
communities are essential to advancing solutions that actually serve the communities they target and to avoiding the 
unintended consequences of policies that are meant to solve community challenges. 

8) Trust & Relationship Building: Direct relationships between government officials and impacted communities help to 
ensure policies and plans adopted by government reflect the needs and assets of those most impacted by them. Staff 
must be supported and encouraged to build authentic relationships with impacted communities. 

9) Principles and Practices to Ensure Equity at Every Step: Community groups to assert practices needed to support 
equitable participation. 

Source: This tool was developed by Rosa González of Facilitating Power, in collaboration with Movement Strategy Center, in part drawing on 
content from a number of public participation tools, including Arnstein’s Ladder of Citizen Participation and the Public Participation Spectrum 
created by the International Association for Public Participation.





Port Green Justice Zone Story

https://soundcloud.com/user-287024964-669626982/story-6-green-justice-zone?in=user-287024964-669626982/sets/future-stories-english


What’s 
Next?
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Green Justice Zones

Community Choice 
Aggregation 

Energy reporting 
for large buildings




